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Time allowed for this paper
Reading time before commencing work: ten minutes
Working time for paper: three hours

Materials required/recommended for this paper
To be provided by the supervisor
This Question/Answer Booklet

To be provided by the candidate
Standard items: pens (blue/black preferred), pencils (including coloured), sharpener,  
	 correction	fluid/tape,	eraser,	ruler,	highlighters

Special items: nil

Important note to candidates
No other items may be taken into the examination room. It is your responsibility to ensure 
that you do not have any unauthorised notes or other items of a non-personal nature in the 
examination room. If you have any unauthorised material with you, hand it to the supervisor 
before reading any further.

Number of additional 
answer booklets used
(if applicable):
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Instructions to candidates

1. The rules for the conduct of Western Australian external examinations are detailed in the 
Year 12 Information Handbook 2016. Sitting this examination implies that you agree to 
abide by these rules.

2. Write your answers to each section in this Question/Answer Booklet.

3.	 You	must	be	careful	to	confine	your	responses	to	the	specific	questions	asked	and	to	
follow	any	instructions	that	are	specific	to	a	particular	question.	If	you	fail	to	comply	you	
will be penalised.

4. Spare pages are included at the end of this booklet. They can be used for planning your 
responses	and/or	as	additional	space	if	required	to	continue	an	answer. 
● Planning: If you use the spare pages for planning, indicate this clearly at the top of 

the page.
● Continuing an answer: If you need to use the space to continue an answer, indicate in 

the original answer space where the answer is continued, i.e. give the page number. 
Fill	in	the	number	of	the	question	that	you	are	continuing	to	answer	at	the	top	of	the	
page.

Structure of this paper

Section
Number of 
questions	
available

Number of 
questions	to
be answered

Suggested 
working time

(minutes)

Marks 
available

Percentage 
of exam

Section One: 
Comprehending 3 3 60 60 30



SAMPLE EXAMINATION:                                   3                               
SECTION ONE Sample 3

ENGLISH

See next page

Section One: Comprehending 30% (60 Marks)

In this section, there are two texts and three	questions.	Answer	all	questions.

You	are	required	to	comprehend	and	analyse	unseen	written	and	visual	texts	and	respond	
concisely	in	approximately	200–300	words	for	each	question.

The	questions	are	of	equal	weighting.

Suggested working time: 60 minutes.
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Text 1

The following is an extract from the science-fiction novel The War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells 
which was first published in 1898. 

I	looked	again	at	the	cylinder,	and	ungovernable	terror	gripped	me.	I	stood	petrified	and	staring.

A big greyish rounded bulk, the size, perhaps, of a bear, was rising slowly and painfully out of the 
cylinder. As it bulged up and caught the light, it glistened like wet leather.

Two large dark-coloured eyes were regarding me steadfastly. The mass that framed them, the 
head of the thing, was rounded, and had, one might say, a face. There was a mouth under the 
eyes,	the	lipless	brim	of	which	quivered	and	panted,	and	dropped	saliva.	The	whole	creature	
heaved and pulsated convulsively. A lank tentacular appendage gripped the edge of the cylinder, 
another swayed in the air.

Those who have never seen a living Martian can scarcely imagine the strange horror of its 
appearance. The peculiar V-shaped mouth with its pointed upper lip, the absence of brow ridges, 
the	absence	of	a	chin	beneath	the	wedgelike	lower	lip,	the	incessant	quivering	of	this	mouth,	
the Gorgon groups of tentacles, the tumultuous breathing of the lungs in a strange atmosphere, 
the evident heaviness and painfulness of movement due to the greater gravitational energy 
of the earth—above all, the extraordinary intensity of the immense eyes--were at once vital, 
intense, inhuman, crippled and monstrous. There was something fungoid in the oily brown skin, 
something in the clumsy deliberation of the tedious movements unspeakably nasty. Even at this 
first	encounter,	this	first	glimpse,	I	was	overcome	with	disgust	and	dread.

Suddenly the monster vanished. It had toppled over the brim of the cylinder and fallen into the 
pit, with a thud like the fall of a great mass of leather. I heard it give a peculiar thick cry, and 
forthwith another of these creatures appeared darkly in the deep shadow of the aperture.
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Question 1  (20 marks)

Discuss how H.G. Wells has constructed a Martian as a representation of alien life.
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Text 2

This is a black-and-white reproduction of a poster for the 1932 feature film, an Egyptian-themed 
horror film starring Boris Karloff, a well-known actor in horror films, as the mummy.
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Question 2  (20 marks)

Discuss,	within	your	contemporary	context,	how	the	techniques	used	have	affected	your	
response to Text 2.
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Question 3  (20 marks)

Explain which text you believe is more successful in constructing a representation of fear.
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End of Section One
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